Mental health/mental illness of the elderly who are homeless.
In the United States, there are 6000 people who become 65 years of age each day becoming part of the thirteen percent of the U.S.A. population that is 65 or over, 30 million persons. The U.S. Census Bureau has estimated that, by the year 2050, more than 100 million will be 55 or older, and that 30 million will be older than 75 (American Association of Retired Persons [AARP], 1991). This article describes the recent research on the prevalence of the homeless elderly, with emphasis on their mental health/mental illness.